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cient importance for such an issue. I admitted the latter,
but reminded him of Olmiitz and the Seven Years' war,
and how a quarrel might arise out of an unimportant
cause, even from questions of form. Even without Gort-
chakoff it would be difficult for many Russians to con-
sider and treat a friend as having equal rights; I was not
personally sensitive on points of form, but modern Russia
had for the future not merely Gortchakoffs methods of
procedure but also his pretensions.

I declined at that time also the ' option' between Aus-
tria and Russia, and recommended the alliance of the three
Emperors, or at least the preservation of peace between
them.